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What a year it has been - I know I say that every year but every year! 
I am, once again, writing to draw the 2025-26 academic year to a close.
Let me share our news with you.

Minster Ofsted 
Minster was visited by Ofsted on 28  April 2026 for a routine 4 yearly inspection.th

Following a gruelling 2 day, 4 inspector team inspection, Minster finally received the Ofsted
grade it deserves- STRONG in all areas- the old outstanding! This is a fantastic achievement,
and I am immensely proud of the Minster Magic Team, children and staff alike. 

Highlights from the report include:

“Pupils are exceptionally well prepared for the next stage of their education. They
develop the knowledge, skills and confidence needed to succeed, reflecting the
school’s high ambitions and its commitment to inclusive achievement for all.”

“Pupils thrive socially, emotionally and academically. Behaviour is exemplary. Pupils
show self-discipline, kindness and courtesy.”

“Leadership of the early years is highly effective. Leaders have a clear, ambitious
vision for early learning and ensure that the provision gives children the strongest
possible start.”

“Inclusion sits firmly at the heart of the school’s work. Leaders have created a
highly positive and nurturing culture in which every pupil is valued and supported to
achieve, belong and thrive. Leaders adopt a determined, coordinated approach to
support pupils with a range of needs.”

Our pupils were just themselves- speaking with confidence, openness, and enthusiasm;
their love for the school shone through- and of course that is a direct result of the care,
passion and determination that every child will succeed that the staff bring to work daily! 

Great work recognised and rewarded- Well done Minster Magic team!!

FROM THE CEO
MESSAGEMESSAGEMESSAGE



TILT End of Year Data 2026 
It has been another year of success for our Year 6 pupils and staff across our schools. Our
children have worked extremely hard, across their 7 years with us, to achieve outcomes
they can all be proud of- they are leaving us with necessary skills to succeed at secondary
school. 

The collaborative effort across our Multi-Academy Trust has ensured that our combined
outcomes for reading, writing and maths are once again above National:

Minster Primary School 90% (RWM combined) 27% higher than national
Sunny Bank Primary School 70% (RWM combined) 7% higher than national
Halfway Houses Primary school 72% (RWM combined) 9% higher than national

National 2026 data for RWM combined is 63%

Thank you to the whole TILT team, including our children and parents - for ensuring
our youngsters leave us with firm foundations for secondary school! 
Team TILT Rocks and delivers phenomenal outcomes!

Projects
This year our schools have all engaged with OPAL -Outside Play and Learning. Our school
sites and lunchtimes have been transformed with exciting, zoned play and learning zones-
children from all year groups are playing and learning together in the outside -
relationships are stronger, playtimes more purposeful, and active, incidents of poor
behaviour have dropped dramatically too. We are OPAL advocates!

All three schools have continued to develop adaptive teaching and further embed
inclusion. To continue this work in September all schools will start to work towards the
achievement of the Inclusion Quality Mark and also embark on Thrive training- Thrive gives
schools, trusts and partners a shared, evidence-backed way to identify children and young
people’s social and emotional needs earlier, respond with confidence and improve
inclusion, attendance, behaviour, wellbeing and readiness to learn. The Thrive 
Approach will complement the nurture approach that is already present in our schools:

Thrive will:

Build consistent practice across classrooms, rooms or groups
Strengthen staff confidence in responding to children and young people’s needs
Support inclusion and reduce avoidable escalation
Understand the emotional needs behind attendance, engagement and readiness to
learn

Consistently, persistently our TILT teams review and self-assess the next steps
required to move our schools closer to our Vision- ‘To be the Best we can be’



We recognise that at the heart of inclusion, inclusive pedagogy and good teaching are
teachers who demonstrate strong relational practice, enabling young people to feel
psychological and physical safety, a sense of belonging, connection, attachment and
therefore they can learn. Our schools hold Connection, Care and Nurture at the front
and centre of all we do. 

Final Thought 
Another busy and highly successful year. I would like to thank all of our parents, carers and
staff who have all been committed to ensuring every single one of our pupils have been
provided the very best education once again this year. Without you, all our schools would
not be the safe, happy, learning environments they are. 

I am sure you are all in need of a break and a reset. Please take care and time to enjoy the
summer, your children, family and friends.I hope you and your loved ones have a
wonderful summer. 





The Kent Resilience Hub has
pulled together a variety of
resources that will help parents
and carers support their children
and young people’s emotional
growth and mental health.

 Understanding how your child is
growing emotionally and
preparing for the challenges they
might face can help you make
positive changes to promote
resilience and respond in a
helpful way if your child is
struggling to bounce back when
life gets challenging.



We're excited to encourage all of our children to take part in the Kent Libraries Summer
Reading Challenge this summer. The challenge is completely free and is open to children aged
4–11 years. It aims to keep children reading over the holidays while having fun and
discovering new books.

This year's theme is 'Read to the Beat', celebrating the joy of music and the ways stories can
inspire, connect and entertain us. Children can join at any point during the summer and take
part through their local Kent library or online.

Taking Part is Simple

·Visit your local library and sign up with a library card.
·Borrow books and collect rewards as reading goals are achieved.
·Read fiction, non-fiction, graphic novels, poetry, audiobooks, e-books and more – whatever
interests you most.

As children progress through the challenge, they can earn exciting rewards, including a
bookmark, key ring, certificate and medal.

Research shows that children who continue reading during the summer holidays return to
school more confident and ready to learn. The Summer Reading Challenge is a fantastic way
to nurture a lifelong love of reading while enjoying a summer of stories and adventure.

The Kent Resilience Hub has pulled together a variety of resources that will help parents and
carers support their children and young people’s emotional growth and mental health.

 Understanding how your child is growing emotionally and preparing for the challenges they
might face can help you make positive changes to promote resilience and respond in a
helpful way if your child is struggling to bounce back when life gets challenging.

Happy reading, and we look forward to hearing about all the wonderful books our children
discover this summer!

Kent Summer
Reading Challenge
Read to the Beat!

https://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries/summer-reading-challenge
https://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries/summer-reading-challenge
https://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries/summer-reading-challenge
https://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries/summer-reading-challenge
https://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries/summer-reading-challenge
https://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries/summer-reading-challenge








SUNNY BANK NEWS 

OPAL
PLAYTIMES
LAUNCHED

Our Opal Playtimes kicked off in term
5 and has proven to be a tremendous
success.

The children have made us incredibly
proud by following our play charter
while fully enjoying all the new
playground activities.



It has been lovely to see the children
enjoying their lunchtimes with many
reporting back that launch day was ‘the
best playtime ever’ and we have also
seen a reduction in lunchtime behaviour
incidents.

The sandpit and mud kitchen have been
the most popular areas so far, with the
children not being afraid to get their
hands dirty.

A big thank you to
Mountain Warehouse who
supplied us with wellies
and raincoats, so the
children can get well and
truly stuck in the mud.









Book Week
Celebrates Reading

at Sunny Bank
A Wonderful Week Celebrating Our Love for Reading!

Everyone enjoyed a fantastic week as we embraced our passion for reading. We kicked off the
festivities with a storyteller who hosted a special assembly, followed by engaging sessions in each
class. The children participated in a fun guessing game to identify the Masked Reader! On World
Book Day, pupils arrived at school in their pyjamas and we concluded the week with a delightful

dress-up day featuring beloved book characters. To top it off, Nickel Books visited us, allowing the
children to use their free World Book Day vouchers!



A heartfelt thank you

to Nickel Books for

providing all the

World Book Day titles,

allowing children to

spend their free

World Book Day

voucher.

Other notable highlights included
the launch of our new bookmark
design competition. Winners will be
revealed in the upcoming weeks and
we have some fantastic prizes to
award!













More picsMore pics

www.sunnybank.kent.sch.ukwww.sunnybank.kent.sch.uk

More pics
www.sunnybank.kent.sch.uk



Children kicked off our Science Week with a high‑energy assembly filled with pops, bangs and impressive
mini‑explosions. Even Mrs. Willing was caught by surprise during the dramatic exploding canister experiment!

Throughout the week, classes became bustling hubs of scientific exploration. Pupils carried out a range of hands‑on
investigations, from growing a rainbow to launching balloon rockets and sending flying mice soaring across the room.
Children learned how to think like real scientists by exploring variables and developing their own investigative
questions.

Our annual Science Fair was a standout highlight. The hall was filled with creative projects and enthusiastic young
scientists who confidently explained their ideas and findings. Their curiosity and passion shone through every display.

To round off the week, all pupils joined a live online lesson with real scientists on Friday. Inspired by what they learned,
children then returned to their classrooms to complete a final investigation of their own.

The buzz around school has been incredible all week - a true celebration of curiosity, discovery and the joy of science!

HAVING A BLAST



















A Brand Nursery Opening 
This September!

Halfway Houses Primary School is opening a brand new, 
purpose-designed nursery provision for 3–4 year olds this September

— an exciting next step in our ongoing commitment to serve our
community and give every child the very best start in life.

READ THE FULL STORY HERE

https://www.halfwayhouses.kent.sch.uk/news/detail/exciting-news-a-brand-new-school-based-nursery-ope/


🏅 Sports Week
We had a fantastic Sports Week that ended with
a successful Sports Day, showcasing excellent
teamwork, determination and sportsmanship
from the children. Their enthusiasm and support
for each other were wonderful to see. 

Thank you to all the families for their support in
making the event a success!



Leeds Castle
At the beginning of this term, Year 4 had an exciting trip to Leeds Castle. During Term 5, the children learnt
about “The Prince and the pauper” in their literacy lesson, they were able to discuss what life would be like
living as a Prince in Tudor times, but also what life would be like as a pauper. 

During their trip to Leeds Castle, the children explored the inside of the castle and were able to spot different
elements that were linked to King Henry VIII and the Tudors.  The children also enjoyed exploring the maze,
with many of them finding the middle of the maze and exploring the wonders of the Pebble grotto. 

All the children had an amazing day out!



Trip to
Wingham
Wildlife
Year R had an amazing time on their
school trip to Wingham Wildlife Park in
the glorious sunshine. 

The animals were fascinating to see,
the monkeys and the giraffes were a
big hit. The children had the best time
and clearly worn out as some of them
fell asleep on the coach journey home. 



Food
Scientists
Year 4 have been learning about the digestive
system and created an experiment to imitate the
way that food is processed through the digestive
system. 

Using Weetabix, water, vinegar and a sandwich
bag-children created the body’s waste products. 

Year 5 explored the world of
The Arrival

Year 5 immersed themselves in the world
of The Arrival by Shaun Tan during a
memorable experience day. 

The classroom was transformed as pupils
explored the contents of a mysterious
suitcase, discovering treasured
belongings that told the story of a father
leaving his family behind in search of a
better life. 

Through drama, discussion and
storytelling, the children empathised with
the character's emotions and explored
the difficult choices he faced. This
powerful experience provided a rich
foundation for their descriptive and
narrative writing, helping them develop
thoughtful ideas and ambitious
vocabulary. 









We are delighted to share the outcome of our recent Ofsted inspection, which
took place on 28 April 2026. The inspection recognised Minster in Sheppey
Primary School as a school providing a strong standard of education across all
areas, with safeguarding confirmed as effective. This reflects our commitment to
ensuring every child feels safe, happy, supported and ready to learn.

Inspectors saw our vision of helping every child “to be the best they can be – best
learner, best friend and best citizen” in action throughout the school. They
recognised the positive attitudes of our pupils, the strong relationships between
staff and children, and the pride pupils take in their learning and achievements.

The report highlights the strength of leadership across the school, recognising
the ambition and dedication of our leadership team in securing the very best
outcomes for every child. Inspectors noted that decisions are always made with
the needs of children at the heart.

We are particularly proud that pupils’
achievement was identified as a key strength.
Inspectors found that children develop strong
knowledge across the curriculum, speak
confidently about their learning and apply their
skills effectively. By the time they leave Minster,
pupils are well prepared for the next stage of
their education.

CELEBRATING
OUR OFSTED
SUCCESS



Our calm, welcoming and purposeful environment was also recognised.
Inspectors commented on pupils’ respectful behaviour, enthusiasm for learning
and positive attitudes. Many children spoke proudly about being part of the
“Minster Magic Family”, reflecting the caring and inclusive culture that makes our
school such a special place.

The quality of teaching and our ambitious curriculum were praised for ensuring
that all pupils, including those with additional needs, are supported to succeed.
Inspectors recognised the expertise of our staff and their ability to adapt learning
so that every child can thrive.

We were also pleased that our Early Years provision received positive recognition.
Inspectors highlighted the nurturing environment, strong focus on
communication, language and early reading, and the way staff help children
develop confidence, independence and secure foundations for future learning.

Beyond the classroom, the report celebrates our commitment to pupils’ wider
development. Through a wide range of enrichment opportunities, leadership
experiences, sporting activities, creative projects and community involvement,
children develop confidence, curiosity, resilience and important life skills.

Importantly, inspectors also recognised the positive partnerships we have with
our families. The strong relationships between home and school play a vital role
in supporting children’s wellbeing, learning and success.

This wonderful outcome is a reflection of the collective efforts of our pupils,
staff, governors and families. We would like to thank our entire school community
for their continued support. While we are incredibly proud of this achievement,
we remain committed to continually improving and ensuring every child has the
opportunity to succeed, thrive and truly be the best they can be.







SPINA BIFIDA AWARENESS DAY
In term 6, we held a Spina Bifida Awareness Day in school to
help our pupils learn more about this condition and to raise

funds for the Spina Bifida charity. 

The day was organised following a thoughtful suggestion from
one of our pupils and their family, who have personal experience

of living with spina bifida. Their idea gave us a wonderful
opportunity to promote understanding, empathy and inclusion

across our school community. 



Throughout the day, pupils took part in activities to learn about spina bifida,
including how it can affect people's daily lives and the challenges that some
individuals may face. These discussions helped our children develop a greater
awareness of disability and the importance of supporting others. 

To show our support, pupils were invited to wear yellow and make a voluntary
donation to the charity. We were delighted by the enthusiasm shown by
everyone who took part. 

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all parents and carers for your
generous donations and support. Your contributions will help the charity
continue its important work supporting individuals and families affected by
spina bifida.

Most importantly, we would like to thank the pupil and family who suggested
the event and helped us raise awareness of a condition that affects many
people. Their willingness to share their experiences enabled our school
community to learn, reflect and come together in support of a very worthwhile
cause. 

Thank you for helping to make our Spina Bifida Awareness Day such a success.



Our annual Sports Week was a fantastic celebration of teamwork, determination and
fun, with pupils taking part in a wide range of exciting activities throughout the week.

The week began with a spectacular Opening Ceremony, where each class proudly
represented one of the participating countries. Children paraded around the field
carrying their country's colours and showing great enthusiasm and pride. Leading the
procession was a very special guest, Lenny the Lion, the Sheppey United mascot,
who helped create a wonderful atmosphere and added to the excitement of the
occasion.

During the opening ceremony, pupils were encouraged to reflect on the importance
of fair play, respect and friendship, as well as the core Olympic values of excellence,
respect and determination. It was a fantastic opportunity to remind everyone that
sport is about much more than winning; it is about trying your best, supporting
others and enjoying being active together.

SPORTS WEEK 2026



SKY ARTS WEEK AND 
SCHOOL ARTS FAIR

This term, pupils immersed
themselves in a wonderful week of
creativity as we celebrated Sky Arts
Week, culminating in our
spectacular School Arts Fair,
themed "The World at Our Feet."

Throughout the week, children took
part in a wide range of artistic
experiences that encouraged them
to imagine, create and express their
ideas in unique and exciting ways.
Inspired by the theme, every pupil
designed a piece of footwear that
reflected a particular aspect of the
world around them. Some pupils
created colourful flippers with
aquatic themes, highlighting the
beauty of our oceans and marine
life, while others designed walking
boots inspired by the natural
environment. Many children chose
to create sports trainers,
demonstrating the importance of
physical activity, teamwork and
healthy lifestyles. The creativity,
thought and artistic skill displayed
in these designs were truly
impressive.



The week culminated in our School
Arts Fair, where pupils proudly
showcased their artwork alongside a
range of creative projects inspired by
the theme. Families were invited to
explore an inspiring exhibition of work
reflecting ideas such as sustainability,
future technology, sport, world
cultures and environmental
responsibility. The event celebrated
the imagination and talents of our
pupils while demonstrating how art
can be used to communicate
important messages about our world.
The Arts Fair was inspired by the
vibrant "World at Our Feet" theme,
encouraging children to think
creatively about the future,
communities and the environment.

We would like to thank all parents and
carers who attended the Arts Fair and
supported the children's work. It was
wonderful to see so many families
sharing in the pupils' achievements
and celebrating the creativity that has
flourished throughout the week.

Sky Arts Week was a fantastic success,
providing opportunities for every child
to explore their artistic talents,
develop confidence and demonstrate
that creativity can help us better
understand the world at our feet.











Have  
GREAT SUMMER! 

Term 1 starts Wednesday 2  September 2026nd
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