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I am writing to draw the end of our eighth year as a Trust to a
close. Here we are with just a few days left of this 23/24 school

year! 
 

I am writing to highlight many wonderful things that our
TILT family have experienced and achieved across a very

busy year.

 
Halfway Houses Primary School received a two-day visit from
Ofsted in March. This confirmed that Halfway Houses Primary

School remains a good school- this is also on a harder
framework than the last time they were inspected- so well done
to the wonderful children, parents and staff at Halfway Houses-

continuous improvement achieved!
 
 



Particular highlights from the report were:

 Pupils enjoy learning in this school. They benefit from a thoughtfully
designed curriculum and achieve well.
Pupils know the importance of the school’s ‘ROAR’ values of resilience,
optimism, ambition and responsibility. They take pride in demonstrating
them and working hard. 
Pupils achieve well at this school. The way that writing is taught is a
particular strength. Teachers have strong subject knowledge. 
Reading is a fundamental part of the school’s provision. The library, book
vending machine and reading corners are stocked with high-quality texts.
Pupils love to read and do so often.
There are high expectations for pupils’ behaviour. Pupils behave well,
showing courtesy to others. Around the school site, pupils are sensible and
walk maturely along corridors, greeting staff and visitors politely. 

More recently, just this month in fact, Sunny Bank Primary School, also received
a visit from Ofsted, their first since they received an inadequate judgement in
June 2019, 9 months before they joined the TILT family. 

Currently, we are not able to confirm the outcome, as we have yet to receive a
draft of the report but we can say the inspection team fully recognised the
incredible transformation that has taken place at Sunny Bank. Watch this space
for the outcome judgements and the highlights of the report- I will be able to
share all in September.



Of course whilst it is always great to hear external bodies validate the work of
our schools- we know we are running three great schools that each and every

day strive ‘to be the best we can be’, it is tangible when you visit our schools
that this is the case. 

Another external validation is the outcomes of the National SATs tests- here
again our children did us proud! All 3 schools data at the end of KS2 is above

or well above national! 

National combined is 61%
  Sunny Bank is 80% 19% higher than national

  Halfway Houses is 70% 9% higher than national
  Minster Primary is 92% 31% higher than national

Team TILT Rocks and delivers phenomenal outcomes!! A proud CEO indeed!!

Thank you to the whole TILT team, including
our children and parents - for ensuring our

youngsters leave us with firm foundations for
secondary school! 



Lots to celebrate in terms of school improvement, the curriculum
and data! In terms of our estates we are also celebrating!

We are absolutely delighted to share that Sunny Bank has been added to the
School Rebuild Program – this will mean a whole new building to replace the life
expired main block! What an exciting time for the whole Sunny Bank community!

In addition the Trust has been successful with all 3 Condition Improvement Funding
(CIF) bids! 

  Minster-in-Sheppey Primary School - Boiler and heating distribution
replacement
  Minster-in-Sheppey Primary School - Roof refurbishment 
  Sunny Bank Primary School – New perimeter fence

These projects will see a £2.2m investment into our estate including a significant
injection from the Trust's own reserves. 

This demonstrates our Trust's commitment to ensuring our children and
employees are working in conditions that are "the best they can be". We are
looking forward to a busy summer! 

Overall a great year for The Island Learning Trust! I am immensely proud of what
we continue to achieve together for our children and communities.
There are however, some troubling moves on the horizon.

Kent’s current Special School Review and Locality based SEN Consultations will
mean significant change for young people and families seeking specialist
placements in Kent. I will shortly be writing to share with parents the implications of
these changes, please look out for my letter and read and respond to the
consultation if you can. 

I am sure you are all in need of a break and a reset. Please take care and time to
enjoy the summer, hopefully some sunshine, your children, family and friends. 

I hope you and your loved ones have a wonderful summer.

Debbie Wheeler 
CEO 
The Island Learning Trust  



Our team of Trust representatives had a great time at
the MAT Excellence Awards in June. 

Although the Trust was not successful on the night -
having been shortlisted in the 'Trust Executive Team of
the Year' category - a great night was had by all in
attendance. 

Well done to the winners and everyone else who were
shortlisted!

NEWS



YEAR 6 PROMS BRING JOY AND
MEMORIES ACROSS OUR SCHOOLS

MINSTER HOLD ‘EM BLAST
Check out Minster Primary Schools annual whole school dance
to Texas Hold Em by Beyonce!
Well done to Miss Ashworth for coordinating 596 children, and
countless adults with a wide range of abilities, but huge
amounts of effort!!!
Well done everyone, it was a blast, yeee haaa!

Our Year 6 pupils shone bright at their annual prom! It's a
bittersweet goodbye as we celebrate their fabulous journey
and wish them all the best as they move on to secondary
school. Here's to the amazing memories made and the
exciting adventure ahead! 

Watch the video!





BRIGHTENING UP 
FOR A GOOD CAUSE

YOUNG ATHLETES SHINE IN
HIGHLY ENERGIZED SPORTS WEEK 

What a fantastic and fun week we have had with so
many different activities across our schools. Daily miles,
Kidz Fit, Creed Outdoor Learning, to name but a few of
the energizing activities pupils took part in. And of course
our annual Sports Day!

Well done to everyone who took part in Sports Week!

Sunny Bank helped raise awareness for Cystic
Fibrosis by taking part in Wear Yellow Day.



INFLATABLE FUN

PARENT 
WORKSHOPS

As part of our transition process this term, year
leaders across Halfway Houses have held
workshops to share information with parents
about their child’s next year group. 

It was a great opportunity for us to share
information about class teams, learning
environments, curriculum overviews, and daily
routines in school. 

We also discussed how parents can best
support their child through home learning and
it allowed parents to have the opportunity to
ask questions to the year leaders. 

We would like to extend our thanks to those
parents who came along to the workshops
and we look forward to working with you and
supporting your children next year.

Thank you to all our wonderful families for
coming and joining us at Minster for our
Inflatables Afternoon and to our staff who stayed
behind to help support. Even the sun came out
too! 





Meet the
new FLO at
Halfway

My name is Mrs Musk and I would like to
introduce myself as the new Family Liaison
Officer for Halfway Houses Primary School.

I have many years of experience in
supporting families and their children along
with having brought up two of my own. I
have previously worked in education and
the NHS. I believe in open communication
and collaboration and I am eager to work
together with you to support your children’s
growth and success.

I encourage you to reach out to me with
any questions, concerns or ideas you may
have. My door is always open and I am here
to support you, your children and your
families in any way that I can. I can
normally be found outside the main
entrance every morning for drop-off and
also for pick-up in the afternoons.

As you will already know we have an
amazing team of Family Liaison
Officers across the Trust, our FLO team
go above and beyond to support our
school communities. We are pleased to
introduce Mrs Musk who is our new FLO
at Halfway Houses Primary.

You can contact me via phone 
01795 662875 
(select Family Liaison Officer option) 
or email zmusk@tiltrust.org. 

I am also available for meetings if you
prefer to discuss matters in person.

Thank you for welcoming me into your
school community and I really look forward
to meeting and working with you all.



There is lots of pressure to fill every day of the summer holidays with amazing trips out, however the kids usually just
want to spend time with you doing the simplest of things. 

The summer is a fabulous opportunity to encourage children outside and off devices, spend time going for picnics in
the garden or the local park. Even if you don’t have a picnic blanket, take a couple of old towels. Take the ball games

from the garden with you and if there is a group of you, a good game of rounder’s is always fun. 

Remember – you don’t have to fill every minute for the children with something fun. It’s okay for them to ‘be bored’
now and then, this is what can get their creative juices flowing and encourage development of their ability to be okay

with their own company and be inventive. 

Below is a page of ideas to get you started!



Over the Summer Holidays it is inevitable that children will spend more time on devices, UK
Safer Internet Centre have some good advice for parents on how to talk to children about being

online and staying safe.

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/staying-safe-online-in-the-summer-holidays

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/staying-safe-online-in-the-summer-holidays

